




















shares
skills

It is always great to welcome back to UWA a
‘success story’ graduate who returns to the
campus to share his or her skills with fellow
practitioners — especially when pride in their
hometown training makes them excellent
global ambassadors for the University.

Late last year, US-based neurosurgeon Dr Stephen Lewis
(MBBS FRACS) returned to his hometown — and to
UWA’s Clinical Training and Education Centre (CTEC)
where he originally honed his own skills.

Dr Lewis had been invited to provide Australian
neurosurgeons with a rare opportunity to gain hands-on
experience in skull base surgery techniques. With him was
Professor Albert Rhoton from the University of Florida,
a world leader in neurosurgery. The intricate surgical
techniques the pair demonstrated

Professor Rhoton, one of the most recognised names in
world neurosurgery.

“Skull base surgery has seen incredible advances, with
improvements in microscopy and better digital imaging
helping us to get into difficult spaces in the brain,” he
explains. “Future challenges include a greater focus on
genetics and molecular biology in treating these cases”.

Neurosurgery attracted the UWA graduate because it
remains a frontier area in which much is still unknown.

“It’s also a fertile area for

involve removing bone from the
base of the skull to allow hard-
to-reach tumours and aneurysms
to be treated.

“The facilities at CTEC are
fantastic,” said Dr Lewis. “I
know them well and, as Perth
is also my hometown, I love
showing it off to colleagues
from overseas.”

Nineteen Australian surgeons

“As we expats set off overseas, we may
entertain nagging doubts: ‘Are we as
good as those guys up north with all the
money, all the bells and whistles?’ Well 1
can tell you, in my experience, not only
do we measure up but in some instances
we’re better!” — UWA graduate and
US-based neurosurgeon, Dr Stephen
Lewis.

research,” says Dr Lewis. “I
run a basic science laboratory
that is exploring proteins in the
brain fluid and blood and this
may lead to simple diagnostic
tests. Just as people can have
a blood test to see if they have
had a heart attack, we may one
day have a blood test that can
indicate the existence of a brain
tumour.”
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attended the course. They are

among some 20,000 health
professionals who have benefited from CTEC’s interactive
simulated hospital environment since it opened in 2000.

Dr Lewis graduated from UWA in 1985 and completed
his internship and junior residency rotations at Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital. After completing neurosurgery training,
he benefited from some of the first CTEC courses organised
by Professor Alan Crockard, who he later worked with at
the National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery in
London. From there he moved to Florida intending to stay
for a year.

“However, an opportunity arose for me to stay on at the
University of Florida,” he recalls. “It was a case of being
in the right place at the right time. I inherited one of the
highest profile and busiest cerebrovascular and skull base
practices in the US and am fortunate to work alongside
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Dr Lewis says that his UWA

and Perth training admirably

equipped him for the high-calibre jobs he has held since
leaving Perth seven years ago.

“As we expats set off overseas, we may entertain
nagging doubts: ‘Are we as good as those guys up north
with all the money, all the bells and whistles?” Well I can
tell you, in my experience, not only do we measure up but
in some instances we’re better!

“I am so proud of the training I received. It equipped me
to work with the best in the world and I believe we are a
leading country in neurosurgical training.

“My biggest challenge now is to convince myself that
it’s time to come home! Perhaps another couple of years,
and then I think I’d like to return to my local community,
teach in Australia and get involved again with CTEC and
the University.”
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New Car Rate 8.90% (9.24% 8p.)
No Early Repayment Penalty — No Ongoing Fees

Dont gel caught in the car yard by in-house credit contracls, fees and peanally clauses
Pre-approve vour finance with a Unicredit new car rate of just B.90% (9.24%pa comp. )” with no
angoing fees and no early repayment penalties, Call your Unicredil Lending Consultant before
you go shopping on 9389 1011 or download an application farm at: www unicredil.com. au
Unicredil Lending Centre: 80 Broadway, Nedlands.
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Let The University Club of Western Australia help you create a
£ A Ly .
Wedding to Remember
Idvilically positioned on Matilda Bay loreshore and nestled amidst the
lush, landscaped gardens of Perth'’s most prestigious university, The
University Club of Western Australia offers the perlect venue for your
A special day:
- Spoil vour guesis with a mouth watering array of local cuisine, fine
wines and .II'|1|‘:-|'-. -\;.1]:-||.' zeeyvice in an exclugive riverside location.
For more information on making your wedding the experience
of a lifetime, please visit our website:
WAL I"I'i"'.'f" r'Si‘I\’F] lll_':l E‘ﬂni'f' rences.corm.Au

Or contact the Conlerence and Events team
on 0] 8 G488 4120
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