










UNIVIEW magazine is sent to UWA graduates throughout the world – which makes GRAD BRIEFS a great 
way to keep in touch with fellow graduates. Why not send in some information about where you are and 
what you are doing. You could also send a good quality photo: either a hard copy photo on photographic 
paper or a digital image (tif or jpeg file at 300 dpi). We will return hard copy photos if requested.
Send details by email to terry.larder@uwa.edu.au or post to Terry Larder, The University of Western 
Australia, M427, 35 Stirling Highway, Crawley, WA 6009.

grad briefs

1950s

Jeanette Low (née Lilley)
(BA 1958) also graduated from 
Claremont Teachers College. 
She married in 1960 and in 
the following years raised 
four children. She returned to 
teaching for 20 years at a private 
school until her retirement in 
1992. Former classmates can 
contact her at jeanettelow@
bigpond.com

1960s

Alex Scarff (BEd 1960) moved 
from Geraldton to Shoalwater, 
and finally into his new house 
in Safety Bay. He writes that 
packing-up, unpacking and then 
repeating it all is not easy for an 
octogenarian!

John Marum (MB BS 1963) 
writes that he is now retired 
from anaesthesia, so it’s quite 
OK to have an anaesthetic 
now! He found it hard to stay 
warm in Melbourne so he 
moved to Mildura, which has 
a climate similar to Perth. He 
does volunteer work now and 
sends his regards to all those 
thinning (well, their hair, that is!) 
ranks of colleagues who are now 
the doyens of their profession. 
Former classmates can contact 
John at drmarum@bigpond.com

Mark Haynes (BA 1964) writes 
that at 81 years of age, he is 
enjoying retirement and reflecting 
back on his active working years. 
He left the Society of the Sacred 
Mission in 1976 and four years 
later was married. Reading and 
pottering about in his shed keeps 
him busy.

Kerry Wark (BE(Hons) 1964) 
returned to Australia in 2003 
after 16 years overseas, mainly 
in Europe with the Mobil 
Corporation. He also managed 
Mobil’s downstream business in 
Africa. Kerry is now involved in 
investment financing and is the 
owner of Meka Station, in the 
Murchison District of WA.

1970s
Tim Ealey (PhD 1963) was 
awarded an OAM for services 
to conservation in the 2008 
Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List. His biological research on 
Heard Island in 1949 added to 
the databank which later led to 
the island becoming a reserve. 
A glacier over which he sledged 
was named Ealey Glacier and 
he was the first Australian 
scientist to circumnavigate 
the Antarctic in winter. Tim, 
who completed a PhD on 
the euro in the Pilbara, later 
taught ecology and researched 
native mammals and fire 
ecology at Monash University 
from 1960 to 1973. Against 
considerable odds, he started 
the Master of Environmental 
Science course at Monash 
in 1973, the first of its kind 
in Australia and one of the 
world’s largest, with over 100 
students enrolled. He retired as 
Director of the Graduate School 
of Environmental Science in 
1986. Since retirement, he 
has sat on 13 Planning Appeal 
Panels and was on the tribunal 
which set up the Code of 
Forest Practices. Since moving 
to Westernport, Victoria, he 
became involved in mangrove 
and seagrass regeneration 
and is known to locals as 
Dr Mangrove. He has won 
many awards including the 
Commonwealth Award for the 
Coastal Custodian of Australia 
for 2006.

Robert Johnston (BA 1972) 
taught at WA primary schools 
for several years before joining 
the ABC as an Education 
Producer. After 21 years 
(11 years as Supervisor) he 
took redundancy and did 
volunteering at UWA and the 
Electoral Commision, as well 
as operating as a Tour Guide 
for overseas and interstate 
visitors to Perth. He writes that 
with three children now living 
in Melbourne and a family 
home much too big for two, 
he and his wife set off on a 
belated ‘seachange adventure’ 
to join the rest of the family 
in Melbourne. However, he 
remains a firm Eagles supporter 
and says he will watch with 
interest developments at UWA 
and Perth in general.

Geoffrey Stuart (BCom 1975) 
continues a lifelong interest in 
piano along with his professional 
life as a tax accountant. He 
explored politics as a Councillor 
of the City of Perth and then the 
City of Swan and now likes to 
call himself “the funniest piano 
comedian in the world”. Having 
studied piano with Madam Alice 
Carrard and Harry Bluck he 
later performed regularly with 
The Bunbury Musical Comedy 
Theatre Group.

Dirk Hos (BSc(Hons) 1973) 
works as a consultant 
palynologist and hydro-geologist 
as well as assisting in his B&B 
at Loring Place, Margaret River. 
Former classmates can contact 
Dirk at dhos@arach.net.au

Nicholas Di Lello (BA 1973) 
retired after 40 years teaching 
Italian, French, English and 
Religious Studies in both 
State and private schools. In 
retirement, he is kept busy 
baby-sitting his three grand-
children, gardening, emailing 
friends and being a mentor 
to a UWA student. He still 
enjoys being creative and 
writing poems in Italian and 
English. Former classmates 
can contact him at ndilello@
westnet.com.au 

Helen Chappell (née McLagan)
(BA 1977) and her husband 
moved last July and now live 
in Dunedin, NZ. Helen had 
previously lived in Canberra 
for 31 years, looking after her 
family, studying languages 
and linguistics at ANU as well 
as working as an archivist in 
manuscripts at the National 
Library of Australia. Former 
classmates can contact Helen 
at Picplacehelen@gmail.com 

Leslie Smith (LLM 1978) retired 
from service as a US Magistrate 
Judge this month. He has 
served almost 20 years as both 
a State and Federal Judge and 
will continue to teach in the US, 
Eastern Europe and Russia. 
He also plans to participate 
in Human Rights activities 
worldwide and is hoping to 
return to WA in the near future.

Greg Barnes (BPE 1980, 
MPE 1984) established his 
first business in Hong Kong 
before returning to Perth to 
help train the Australia II, III and 
IV Americas Cup yacht racing 
syndicate. In 1987, he founded 
the Australian Management 
Group Pty Ltd where he is 
Managing Director helping to 
build high performance teams 
and conduct conferences for 
corporate clients. He was a 
member of the first WA team 
to complete a double crossing 
of the English Channel and 
runs the Macau Marathon/
Half Marathon each year with 
running mates. He has written 
and published two books. The 
Genie Within (a book dedicated 
to his son which raises money 
for charity) and Click! Why you 
click with some people and 
others drive you crazy? Greg 
is also on the Fundraising 
Committee for the MS Society 
and lives in Perth with his wife 
and two children. He can be 
contacted on click.greg@
bigpond.com 

Jonathan Sedgwick 
(BSc(Hons) 1981; PhD 1985) 
worked for four years at Eli 
Lilly Corporate Headquarters 
in Indiana, USA, and now has 
relocated to Singapore for 
the next three years. He will 
expand the activities of the 
Lilly-Singapore Centre for Drug 
Discovery as Managing Director 
and Chief Scientific Officer. 
Jonathan is married with three 
children.

1980s

Margaret Lindley (née 
Ashworth) (BA(Hons) 1989) has 
been appointed Media Advisor 
to the Tasmanian Government. 
Margaret previously lectured 
in History at the University of 
Tasmania.
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Richard Pestell (MB BS 1982; 
HonDMed 2008) met with 
Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, 
during his visit to Washington 
DC and participated in the 
Plenary of the 20/20 Summit 
in Canberra. Richard is Vice-
President for Oncology Services 
and Director of the Kimmel 
Cancer Centre, in Philadelphia.

Jessie Ee Leong-Choo (BA 
1984; DipEd 1985; BEd 1986) 
is Associate Professor with 
the Psychological Studies 
Academic Group in the National 
Institute of Education (NIE), 
Nanyang Technical University, 
in Singapore. She completed 
PhD studies at the University of 
Newcastle. Jessie co-authored 
Thinking about thinking: What 
educators need to know. 
Former classmates can contact 
her at jessie.ee@nie.edu.sg

1990s

Priscilla Campbell-Wilson 
(BA 1993) worked in publishing 
in Perth and London before 
taking a job as a journalist for 
the Sydney 2000 Olympics. 
She writes that journalism gave 
her the opportunity to launch 
into a corporate public relations 
role. She is now Marketing 
Manager for Mercer’s Investment 
Consulting across the Asia 
Pacific, based in Sydney and 
says that she has found her Arts 
degree a great advantage in her 
career. 

Gautham Muthukumara 
Ramalingam (BCom 1993) 
writes that he has successfully 
turned around a loss-making 
company into a profitable 
one purely by restructuring 
its finances. The company 
operates two hotels in Southern 
India. He is currently promoting 
the company’s involvement in 
a shopping mall of international 
standards at Tirupur, Tamil 
Nadu, India.

Sharon Smedley (née Robless)
(MB BS 1994) is an anaesthetist 
in private practice in Perth. She 
is married with four beautiful 
children and writes that she is 
enjoying training for the City to 
Surf and attending an Italian 
cooking class. Former classmates 
can contact her at jssmedley@
bigpond.com

Joseph Fleming (BSW 1995) 
is working as a lecturer in 
Social Work at the University of 
Tasmania and is completing his 
PhD in Social Work at Monash 
University.

Christine Oldmeadow (née 
Bone) (LLB 1998; BSc 1998) 
writes that she works for 
Wojtowicz Kelly Legal, and 
became a partner three years 
ago. She is currently on maternity 
leave and is enjoying spending 
time with her infant daughter. 
Former classmates can contact 
Christine at oldmeadow@iinet.
net.au

Daniela Stehlik (PhD 1998) is 
the Director of Alcoa’s Research 
Centre for Stronger Communities 
at Curtin University. She was an 
attendee at this year’s Australia 
20/20 Summit in Canberra and in 
August delivered the Clare Burton 
Memorial Lecture Series.

2000s

Carolina Cabrera (BSc 2004; 
BCom 2006) is working in 
London as a personal assistant 
to the investment bankers of NAB 
Europe.

Garry Lane (BSc(Hons) 2000) 
is the Executive Director of the 
South East Regional Academy 
of Sport (SEARAS), a not-for-
profit organisation that provides 

Harun Harun (MAcc 2004) 
is a PhD student at Waikato 
Business School, The 
University of Waitako, NZ. He 
previously worked as a lecturer 
in Accounting at Tadulako 
University, Central Sulawesi, 
Indonesia. The paper for his 
Master’s dissertation has been 
published in the Bulletin of 
Indonesian Economic Studies 
(December 2007). Harun is 
married with one daughter and 
lives in Hamilton, NZ. Former 
classmates can contact Harun 
at harunak2001@yahoo.com

Sven De Jonghe (BE(Hons) 
2001) won the Property Council 
of Australia National Future 
Leader Award in May this year. 
Sven previously won the WA 
Property Council Young Achiever 
Award in June 2007. Former 
classmates can contact him at 
s.dejonghe@bassett.com.au

Marcello Cabrera (MBA 2004) 
writes that he is busy starting up 
an international trading/sourcing 
business of manufactured goods, 
mainly dealing in textiles, paper 
and plastics.

Andrew Homden (MEd 1994) 
is now Principal of the Dubai 
British School and previously held 
the position as Head of School 
at Patana School in Bangkok. 
Former classmates can contact 
Andrew at homdens@hotmail.
com 

development opportunities for 
talented young athletes from the 
NE of NSW. The office is located 
on campus at the University 
of Canberra and will offer an 
integrated service from 2009.

Engineering aviation 
Reece Lumsden (BE 1998) in Everett, 
Washington State, USA

Reece Lumsden’s career has scaled 
impressive heights since graduating in 1998. 
Today, as Project Manager for Boeing’s 787 
Dreamliner program, he sees the rollout 
ceremony at the airline’s assembly factory in 
Everett, Washington, as a career highlight. 
The mid-sized, twin engine jet airliner 
scheduled to enter service in early 2009 is 
reputed to be the fastest-selling wide body 
airliner in history. 

Creating the 787 is a global operation and 
Reece’s role is to interface with the Boeing 
partners contracted to complete the aircraft’s 
wiring. This has taken him around the world 
to supplier sites in France, Mexico, India and 
throughout the US. 

He urges fellow engineers to adopt a 
holistic rather than a narrow technical view 
of their engineering experience. “Set goals, 
but realise there may be more than one 
path to achieving them,” he says. “This 
means that while one path may close, 
others will open up.”

His own career illustrates this maxim.

“Initially I wanted to study Aerospace 
Engineering, which meant going to RMIT 
after a year of Mechanical Engineering at 
UWA,” he recalls. “This was part of my 
larger goal of becoming an RAAF test pilot; 

however, during that first year at UWA 
my application to become a pilot was 
unsuccessful. After taking a year off and 
re-evaluating, I decided to change focus 
and move from Mechanical to Electrical and 
Electronic streams.”

He followed studies at UWA with a Master 
of Space Studies at the International Space 
University in Strasbourg, France, and an 
MBA at La Trobe. He is currently studying 
for a PhD (sponsored by Boeing) in Lean 
Systems Engineering at Missouri University 
of Science and Technology.

After graduating from UWA, Reece served 
as an Engineering Officer in the RAAF 
(1997-2002) and spent time at NASA 
completing a master’s thesis at the NASA 
Johnson Space Centre in Houston. In 2001 
he was invited to be a member of the Space 
Policy Summit at the Institute for Public 
Policy at Rice University in Texas. In 2002 he 
was awarded the Young Engineer of the Year 
for the ACT Division of Engineers Australia.  

Another career highlight was becoming 
a crew member on one of the two-week 
rotations at the Mars Societies Mars Desert 
Research Station in Utah. 

“One of my longer term goals is applying 
for Astronaut candidacy with NASA after 
obtaining US citizenship,” he says.

Reece, who lives with his wife in Washington 
State, is a keen marathon runner, and aims 
to qualify for the Boston Marathon. 

35Uniview The University of Western Australia  |



U
ni

P
rin

t 
63

38
3

grad briefs

Kevin Kerr (BE(Hons) 2004; 
BSc 2004) is a Petroleum 
Engineer working for Woodside 
Energy. He is responsible 
for the oil production on 
the Maersk Ngujima-yin oil 
facility (offshore Exmouth) to 
come on line later this year, 
including subsea wells and 
reservoir management. Kevin 
was recently awarded the 
Lyondell Bassell Scholarship 
and Director’s Scholarship 
to undertake MBA studies 
at Cambridge University. He 
is married and lives in South 
Perth. Former classmates can 
contact him at kevin.a.kerr@
gmail.com  

Nigel Jones (DipEd 2005) 
has been recognised for 
his contribution to youth 
development in sport, 
particularly soccer, boxing 
and athletics. He was a finalist 
in the Australian of the year 
2008 and a finalist in the City 
of Swan Australia Day Active 
Citizenship Award 2008. 
Former classmates can contact 
Nigel at soccer@morleyhs.
wa.edu.au

Belinda Murray (née Thomson)
(BSc(Hons) 2005) writes that she 
was married last year and has 
returned to work on her family 
farm in Woodanilling, WA.

Phillip Shanhun (BE 2005) 
was recently promoted to 
High Voltage Integrity Electrical 
Engineer at BHP Billiton’s 
Kalgoorlie smelter. Phillip married 
Melissa Okely, a former UWA 
Records staff member in May, 
2007. Former classmates can 
contact him at Phillip.Shanhun@
bigpond.com

Boning Li (PhD 2008) writes 
that he is curently working on the 
design of City Square, which will 
be the tallest building in Perth.

Vronsky Wikramanayake 
(BCom 2007) has completed 
specialised courses in self-
managed superannuation as 
well as a graduate certification 
in financial planning. He is 
working as a Financial Planner 
for ABN AMRO Morgans, in 
Perth. He advises clients in 
securities, managed funds and 
super, whilst studying for a 
Graduate Diploma in Applied 
Finance.

The challenges of resettlement 
Shane Boladeras (BScNRM Hons, 2002; DipModLang (Chinese) 2001)

Susan Oldmeadow-Hall
Chartered Accountant Susan, who 
graduated in 1989, has built credibility 
across several industry sectors 
during her 18 years of professional 
experience. She is now a Partner 
within Ernst & young’s Assurance and 
Advisory Business Services practice, 
leading the largest technical consulting 
group of its kind in Western Australia. 

Susan considers that her significant 
role in the transaction ‘stapling’ of 
the Westfield entities into one group – an assignment that set the 
benchmark for international standards conversions for Australian 
listed companies – was pivotal to her experience in managing large 
transactions. 

The UWA graduate has a portfolio of multinational and listed accounts 
within the resources, finance, retail and property sectors and regularly 
shares her ideas with key industry bodies.

A great supporter of (and role model for) women in business, she is the 
recipient of an Ernst & young award acknowledging her commitment to 
retaining, developing and advancing women within the firm.

A Fellow of both the Australian Institute of Company Directors and 
the Financial Services Institute of Australasia, she is also an Associate 
Member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants, Australia. 

As a Project Manager for the international consulting 
firm URS, Shane Boladeras is putting knowledge 
acquired at UWA to good use in the rugged 
highlands of Papua New Guinea. The UWA graduate 
is dealing with the complexities of relocating 
indigenous communities from traditional lands that 
now accommodate a joint venture gold mine. 

“I’m working on a Resettlement Action Plan to meet 
international best practice standards for resettling 
landowners physically and economically displaced 
by the mining operations. We need to ensure 
that appropriate infrastructure is provided at the 
relocation sites and that the people have access 
to services, social organisations and livelihood 
opportunities,” says Shane. 

“Some of the major challenges will include obtaining 
the consensus of stakeholders to the plan; 
conducting community consultation in a highly-
charged environment; working within an extremely 
tight timeline and creating sustainable livelihoods for 
those relocated.”

At UWA, Shane completed a BSc (Hons) in Natural 
Resource Management and a DipModLang 
(Mandarin).

“I directly apply the technical NRM skills I learnt 
at UWA on a day-to-day basis in relation to land 
use planning, crop production, and biodiversity 
management,” says Shane. “In addition, I apply 
skills such as project and time management and 
client liaison acquired during my final year Honours 
studies. Having an external supervisor for these 
studies taught me the practical realities of working in 
a corporate environment which has been invaluable 
to my career as a Social Impact Assessment 
Consultant.

“While at UWA, I completed work experience at 
the Argyle Diamond Mine, working with Indigenous 
stakeholders in mine site rehabilitation. In my 
penultimate year, I studied Mandarin Chinese in 
China for six months and the cross cultural skills 
built during these two experiences prepared me well 
for working in PNG.”

Shane has worked with URS for over five years and 
this is his first significant overseas assignment.

“My long term career objective is to continue working 
in social impact assessment, consulting to the mining 
sector. I’d also like to increase my China experience 
so I can make more use of my language degree.” 
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* 9.90%pa comp. rate applies to cars up to one year old. 10.90%pa comp. for cars up to 5 years old. Comparison rate is for a loan of $10,000 for a term of 3 years. WARNING: This comparison rate is true only 
for the examples given and may not include all fees and charges. Different terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. All loan applications are subject to Unicredit’s normal 
lending criteria. Please refer to our Fees and Charges Schedule, available from Unicredit branches. 1. Establishment fee waived for loans secured by a vehicle up to 5 years old.  The University Credit Society Ltd. 
 ABN 90 087 651 901. AFSL 244168.

Pre-approve your car loan with:
 9.90% comp. rate*

 No establishment fee
 No ongoing fees
 No early repayment fees

Call into your campus branch, phone Unicredit on 9389 1011 
or apply online to arrange a pre-approval in just a few days.

Don’t get caught in the car yard  
with in-house finance. 
Don’t get caught in the car yard 

FROM THiS MAN? 

WOULD YOU BUY 

A CAR LOAN 

31564_CarLoanAdvertUNIVIEW_A4.indd   1 9/5/08   11:10:53 AM



Bring a Party to a Party

Friday 12 December

7pm – Late

University Club of Western Australia

$89 Members / $99 Guests or $890 for a table of 10.

Includes full Christmas meal, selected beer, wine, 

soft drink & entertainment by cabaret show ABBR.

Bookings essential, call 6488 8770

or visit www.universityclub.uwa.edu.au

Now is the time to plan for Christmas
The University Club can cater to all of your needs this Christmas
For more information call 6488 4820 or visit www.universityclubconferences.com.au

StyleCelebrate Christmas 
with friends in
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